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Bill: This is Bill Smith with the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition Ranching Impact Study. I
am visiting with, in the home of, John and Linda Cosgrove north of Council Grove; and,
John, let’s just start with some statistics. What year were you born and where; were you
born here?

John: I was born in Morris County, March 25”‘, 1949... the fifth generation on this
ranch. Originally my great-great-great grandfather Doran, Francis Doran, came over from
Ireland, in 1857, and traveled out to Kansas on a train. Then he traveled by boat up to St.
Joe, Missouri; and traveled to a spot that they thought was very lush, in Morris County,
which is now our homestead here. They got here in 1859. [The 1860 Federal Census for
Kansas Territory shows Frank Doran, age 25, and Mary Doran, age 21, in Neosho
Township.]

Bill: 1859. So you are coming up on one hundred and fifty years, next year; and family
has owned and operated and lived on the farm continuously since then.

John: That’s correct. Yes.

Bill: Is there state recognition for these? I know we had century farms back in Iowa for
years; have they talked about what they are doing for the 150th, as people come up on
that?

John: Well, we really haven’t advertised it as such, but, we’re planning on having a
family celebration; and I'm sure there’ll be some recognition.

Bill: You mentioned earlier, there were already some homesteads here at that time? Not
very many, I'm sure, but... not continuously since them.

John: I presume there were. I'm aware of any that are quite as old as this, in Morris
County. The further west you get, you know, the younger the homesteads are.

Bill: Sure. Seth Hays only came in ’57; and so, from what I’ve heard of that, there wasn’t
much here, at that time. So the Doran’s found the lush prairie, and settled down, and
made a life of it.

John: Ya. One of things that they...

Linda: This is the log cabin. They had a drawing done, once, of the log cabin that was
first build... and then had a painting done of the log cabin.
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John: And, it’s in that paper, too, the picture of that log cabin. [John handed Bill
photocopies of an article about the homestead from about 1907, written by his great-
grandfather, lawyer Thomas Doran.]

Bill: I was going to say, I could take a picture of it, too.

John: But, after being flooded by the Munkers Creek Valley, where they homesteaded,
they decided to move to higher ground. So they moved up to the southeast corner of the
section and built this rock house. And, it’s actually been added onto several times since
then.

Bill: But this one we are sitting in is the original house.

John: It was actually built in 1871.

Bill: You said “Munkers” creek?

John: Munkers Creek is the main creek that goes through this area, and has always been
a creek that runs, with continuous springs. It joins the Neosho River right at the edge of
Council Grove. That’s why they built the reservoir, to protect the town. One thing my
great-great-grandfather noticed about this area was the tall prairie grass on these bottoms,
about as tall as a horse. Of course, at that time, there weren’t very many trees. The fires
would burn all the trees out. That’s one reason Council Grove got its name. It was
surrounded by water, and protected from the fires. That’s why there were so many old
oak trees in Council Grove.

Bill: How far from Council Grove are you out here?

John: We are about 5 miles north. [Bill asked the correct spelling of Munkers] That was
an historic family, too.

Bill: That was a name for a family.
John: Right. ...settled along here, also. Lot of names of creeks...
Track 66
John: ...different places were named after...
Bill: So, how many children were in the family that settled? Do you recall?
John: Well, I might have to have my wife...

Bill: Who stayed on?
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John: All the children and parents are buried in Council Grove... in the Calvary Catholic
Cemetery. They had at least two children that only live a month... to three months...
because of pneumonia and had no way to treat their children. I was thinking that there
were four children that survived, but I need to check the records.

Bill: Who stayed on as the principle owner/operator after that?

John: After my great-great grandfather died, then my great-grandfather, Thomas Doran,
took over the ranch. He grew up here, of course, as a child. Eventually, he went on to
school at KU and established a law firm in Topeka, Kansas, the Doran Law Firm.

Bill: He is the gentleman that wrote this information: the fifty years on the frontier.
John: Yes. His picture is there.

Bill: Thomas F. Doran, right.

John: Yes, my great grandfather. My great-great grandfather’s name was Francis Doran.
[Pause} They used to tell of when they first settled here, how tough it was. To make ends
meet, they would take their team of oxen to Council Grove and help pull the covered
wagons across the Neosho River to make extra money to survive on.

Bill: Earn some cash.

John: That’s correct. One of the ways they could make extra money.

Bill: That is a good story. The wagons going across had to get across the Neosho...
John: Council Grove was the last major stop, before Santa Fe, New Mexico. There were
some smaller stops, but it was the main stop, for supplies... especially hard wood
supplies. Because, it was the only place that had any trees, to rebuild the wagons.
[Turning to his wife, Linda] Do you know how many there were in the family... Francis
Doran? She has the family tree, we need to check.

Bill: This Thomas was one of those.

John: Yes, he was one of those.

Bill: He was born here, after they arrived?

John: Yes. Yes, he was.

Bill: Francis was already married?

John: Yes, he was married.
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Bill: He and his wife both came. That’s always interesting to see when the families
came... when just the men came, and staked out their claim.

John: Like a lot of Irish immigrants, they were forced out of Ireland by the potato famine.
That’s how they happened to arrive here.

Bill: My wife’s family, one of her branches, was DOLAN that came about the same time.
They came to eastern lowa, instead of to Kansas. [Pause] Did they say, or in that letter,

why they picked to come straight to Kansas?

John: I think they were just going west. I think it says in his writing there, that he just
happened to find this spot that was inviting.

Bill: It was available. [Phone ringing in the background]
John: That was the reason they stopped. Good running water, bottom land, on the edge,
was the Flint Hills. A little bit of everything. And back then, I would say the frontier
people, the families that settled in the Flint Hills, had a tough time, because you had to
farm the ground, to consider it a homestead. So, they had to tear up some of the native
grass, and it was extremely rocky. So, where he lived on the edge of the Flint Hills, he
had some good bottom ground to go along with it.
Bill: Being able to farm the bottom...
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Bill: ...ground, made it able to work at all.

John: That’s right. There was just a lot more that you could do with bottom ground than
with rocky ground.

Bill: Coming back to the near past now, how much of the...One of the things I’ve been
told in several of the other interviews is that every Flint Hills ranch also has farming.

John: That’s correct.

Bill: That it virtually goes together. And, different people handle it differently. Some
consider themselves ranchers, who had a little farm land, and maybe they farm it out to
somebody. Others consider themselves farmers, and rent out the ranch land. What’s your
experience been?

John: Well, we’re a little of all of that. The size of our ranch is around 7 thousand acres.

Bill: That was another question I was going to ask, how big it is now?



181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224

Flint Hills Ranching Impact Oral History Project, Phase I
Partially funded by the Kansas Humanities Council
Cosgrove Interview, 7 January 2008, Final

John: We actually FARM about 2800 acres.
Bill: 2800!

John: Yes. Now, not all of that is our ground. We lease some ground south, and east, of
Council Grove, in the Neosho River valley. That is lease and farm. But, most of the
ground we farm is our own.

Bill: But, you do have a substantial farming operation.

John: Yes. Actually, we’re kind of divided in three places: 1) the home place where we
are right now. 2) Then we have the place south and east of Council Grove, just outside
Council Grove, on the Dunlap road, 3) and then we have a north farm, which is
approximately 2 miles south and east of Dwight, Kansas. It is an upland farm. So, we’re
spread out a little bit. One reason we are is because. In the sixties, when the Federal
government wanted to take most of our bottom land for an easement for the reservoir, we
were forced to buy land elsewhere. So, we ended up buying some up by Dwight and
some, also, south of Council Grove. Since then, we’ve increase the size of our farm south
of Council Grove more than anywhere else.

Bill: You picked up adjoining land as it became available?

John: Yes. That’s correct. It’s pretty well protected by the reservoir because it is right
out the Council Grove so we get some backup flood water, but no swift flood water, like
they would before the built the dam.

Bill: The dam pretty well controls that.

John: We’re a little over 4 thousand acres of the seven thousand, probably closer to five
thousand, or fifty-five hundred, are grass... Flint Hills grass.

Bill: And what do you do with that?

John: Ok. We have our own cow/calf operation and then we usually keep our yearlings
and put ‘em on grass; and either feed ‘em out, or sell ‘em on the market. Years ago, we
used to buy cattle to supplement the rest of our grass we now have. Now, we rent out up
to fifteen hundred acres to other farmers in the area that put yearlings on that pasture.
Bill: Most of it you are using for your own operation.

John: Yes. There is mostly cow/calf in those pastures.

Bill: So you are using that year around; which takes up more acres.
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John: Yes, we keep cattle in those pastures year around to utilize the grass so it doesn’t
get too short.

Bill: Have there been any substantial changes in the way you use the rangeland, during
your life-time, say? Or has it pretty much been the same?

John: Well, it’s pretty much the same. There have been differences in the way we’ve
change our programs on how we wean calves compared to what they used to when my
dad was living. We used to bring the calves off the cows into lots; then wean ‘em and
feed them in lots. Times went it really gets wet and snowy; we’d have to treat a lot of
calves. Now, most of our cows, when we wean the calves,
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John: we leave the calves in the pasture where they were more or less raised in the
summer. We put the mothers right on the other side of the fence; and it is called fence
line weaning.

Bill: Interesting! I had not heard that one. That is good!

John: Oddly enough, we’ve been doing it for quite a few years. Just recently, I’ve heard
that O-State University has been trying this, most successfully, also.

Bill: Bit of a pioneer yourself.

John: Yes. It is something we’ve been trying — very little death loss that way. You know,
the calves are used to going to water in that pasture and they’re used to being fed there.
Yes, they’ll bawl for their mothers. The fences aren’t great, so every once in a while one
will get through, but you just move back. They’ll get out once, but usually not again.

Bill: What kind of fence do you use in that situation?

John: All our fences are barbed wire and steel posts. Back in the 30s, it’s the same
subject, but my great-grandfather that was the lawyer in Topeka, (course he had the law
firm to supplement his income when times were tough in the 30s) he purchased two box
cars full of posts and wire from Rums and White Hardware, in Council Grove, when
times were tough. He hired a lot of the local young guys and they build 13 miles of fence
around this ranch, back in the 30s. And a lot of that fence is still there today.

Bill: Good work project.
John: Yes. And, a lot of the corner posts are angle iron; with just a single angle iron

brace that goes down into the ground, and they were in concrete. So, they didn’t use
hedge posts, the used steel angle iron, back there in the 30s.
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Linda: Did you tell him how your great-great grandfather used to earn extra money?
John: Yes, going to town...

Bill: With the oxen... Did they have multiple yokes of oxen?

John: I just know that they’d go with two, to town.

Bill: Take two, hook them up, get some cash. Yes, that is a good story.

John: There might be a story in there about my great-great grandfather going to pick up
grain, and coming back in a blizzard. They didn’t think he would return, but he did, with
grain for the cattle.

Bill: They had blizzards back then, too.

John: You can imagine... At least they didn’t have to worry about their electricity going
out. [chuckles all around — that his been a problem in late 2007 and early 2008]

Bill: If you don’t have any, you can’t lose it.

Linda: There were much harder things to worry about.

John: It’s just hard for me being able to fathom how difficult it was back then.
Bill: Yes, it is mind boggling

John: Once the sun went town, the only light you had was coal-oil lanterns or the
fireplace burning. No insulation in your house.

Bill: It was a very different life style.

John: There were also stories of the Indians coming to the log cabin, begging for food; it
would scare the family when they would come around. It was always a scary situation.
Originally this was part of the reservation. When they made it smaller, this went out of
the reservation; but, our farm south of town was still in the diminished reservation. Some
of the property we own down there still has a rock house on it, from when they built the
rock houses for the Kaw Indians. Some of the others that were torn down, you can see the
sites where they are because of the rocks in the fields. I’ve even walked around, even
when I was looking for arrowheads, I’ve found an 1859 Canadian penny, a lead ball, and
a marble; I presume these were owned by the Indians. Back then, they were still around.

Bill: Any family stories of Civil War times?
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John: Oddly enough, we had some relatives that lived in Lawrence. Their name was
Woodward.
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John: They were among the first settlers of Lawrence. Matter of fact, he was a
pharmacist. There are stories of them hiding in their house when there were raids, when
they burned a lot. They survived that incident. [to Linda] Did you have that family tree?

Linda: Did you want Frank and Mary’s children?
Bill: Yes.

Linda: There were seven children. We had in our records six, but someone else
researching the family said seven, so... Two died as babies.

Bill: Then there were the four that survived.

Linda: One died as a twelve year old. One died in a hunting accident at age 45; he
already had a wife and five or six kids. [Looking to John] I think your mother always said
five kids; and this other person came up with seven.

John: Was one of them a Woodward, or married a Woodward?
Linda: Yes.

John: That’s the Woodward... where the Lawrence story came from. One thing that is
kind of interesting is: we have the original patent, when we bought the place. Of course,
you have to live here for five years before you got a patent. Our patent is signed by
Abraham Lincoln by a secretary. I took the date off the patent when he signed it, and he
was assassinated almost exactly a month after he signed it.

Bill: I was running that calculation in my mind... Spring of 1864, and he died in April.
John: I'll show you that patent. It’s kind of fun to have.
Bill: That’s neat. How much land was that?

John: That was one hundred sixty acres. This house is actually built in the very southeast
corner; they had to get up here far enough so they didn’t get flooded from Munkers
Creek. After building a log cabin in the flood plain, and getting flooded a couple of
times....they learned. All the rock that was put in the house came off of the flint hill
south of the house here. That was a common practice, back then, that they used a lot of
the local rock to build a lot of the houses.
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Bill: That is what makes them so distinctive and valuable... to look at and preserve
today. They were able to do that, and it is still around, and usable. Amazing.

John: We also have the original revolver that they came out with. It is actually a Navy
Colt pistol. It is one that you have to pack the ball and stuff. It is in the original holster
they had when they came out here.
Bill: WOW. Hang onto that one.
John: I'll show that to you.
Linda: Shall I go get them?
John: Ya. I want to show him that letter, too. I think that is pretty interesting. The letter
from my great-great grandfather, that was sent to his son, from Ireland. It is hard to come
up with old letters like that.
Bill: Oh, yes! You are so lucky to have them. [Pause] I'm going to get my camera out,
here. This will give me a good excuse to get a picture. [Linda approaches with the pistol
in the holster] Oh, that’s scary — the real thing! [Pause, can here the camera shutter click a
couple of times] Oh, isn’t that something? Just like you see on Antiques Roadshow!
[Pause] Heavy son-of-a-gun.
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Bill: ...and the original holster, too.
John: Yes, that is unusual.
Bill: That’s incredible.
John: It’s very flimsy.
Bill: I'll be very careful. I'll lay that down, very careful

John: And, here’s that patent I was telling you about.

Bill: [reading] Abraham Lincoln by Edward D. Neale. [pause] $1.75 an acre. [all
chuckle]

John: Yes, I’d like to find more like that, today. [pause] But this note says: Navy model
Colt, 6 caliber, made around 1843. It said an extra cylinder was carried around for faster
reloading during Indian attacks. In other words, you can take the cylinder out.
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Bill: Without having to reload the individual shells. [pause] So, they probably would
have bought that in New York? ... or somewhere along the way?

John: I'd say they probably did... I can’t believe they would have brought it over from
Ireland.

Bill: The Navy Colt would have been made here...

John: And, it had to be used, too. It was just a used gun that they bought. That made it
older, because it was used.

Bill: This is the patent. Hold that... I'm going to take another picture. That’s the patent,
signed by Lincoln’s secretary for Kansas Indian Trust Lands, signed October 20, 1864.
And then the letter...

John: Now, it is in the glass, so you can see both sides... makes it kind of fun. It’s kind
of hard to read...

Bill: Patrick Doran.

John: There is a date on there... 1857.

Bill: February 1857. Dear Frances... Why don’t you hold that there... and I’'ll do another
one. [more camera clicks] If nothing else, it helps me remember. Ok. Now, this was from
Frances... was still in Ireland.

John: No, Frances was in New York.

Bill: That is the return address.

John: His dad was in Ireland.

Bill: Very neat stuff! You can celebrate that... and get out that video and celebrate.
John: Yes, we need to listen to my dad. He was the president of the Morris County
Historical Society for a number of years and he got a lot of the projects done, in Council
Grove. The Seth Hays home, and the post office... he led the charge to refurbish them.
Bill: And what was his name?

John: Thomas Cosgrove.

Bill: He married a Doran girl then?

10
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John: My great grandfather Doran, that was the lawyer in Topeka, that built the 13 miles
of fence, he married a Cosgrove.

Linda: Your dad’s mother was a Doran, before she married the Cosgrove. The Doran
name has been passed on; John’s middle name is Doran. And, our oldest son, Lucas, is
Lucas Doran.

Bill: So, you have one or more of your family continuing on?

Linda: We have four children, two boys and two girls. It is the youngest son that wants
to farm.

Bill: The others have other interests.

Linda: Yes. They all have strong interest in art and graphic design. I’'m an artist, and that
influenced them, it seems.

Bill: That’s good. Did we get all the generations, then?

John: Frances Doran was my great-great grandfather. Thomas Doran was my great
grandfather. Then...

Track 71

John: ... Michael Frances Cosgrove was my grandfather; then, Thomas F. Cosgrove was
my dad.

Bill: That was your dad, the storyteller.
John: Yes.
Bill: So, that brings it down through the five generations.

John: Yes. And, I have a brother, Dave Cosgrove, who is in partnership with me on the
ranch, too.

Bill: Good.

John: He has a boy and a girl, and as far as I know, either of them will come back. So,
hopefully, we can keep it going. It is very tough to do.

Bill: It is a constant challenge.

11
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John: I still think the secret to be able to keep it going is to have a mixture of farm
ground with our native Flint Hills grass. That keeps a dual income going, and, it give you
grain to feed your cattle, and hay. I think that’s one reason we’ve...

Bill: Do you feed out most of the grain you raise?
John: No, we sell a lot of grain.

Bill: But, you’re able to use all you need, through the year, to keep the cow-calf
operation...

John: Yes. We put up a lot of hay, and we feed a lot of hay to our cows. And, if we do
feed out any of our yearlings, we do it right here locally.

Bill: Do you do that mostly on corn?
John: Yes, just corn.

Bill: What kind of numbers of yearlings do you produce each year, and feed out? I
suppose it varies year to year.

John: We usually keep around two hundred or two hundred twenty cows, so, usually a
hundred seventy yearlings, that we rotate out year around to the feedlot, or sell off grass.

Bill: Is that based mostly on pricing, or time to deal with them or...?

John: Years ago, we used to buy a lot of cattle; a lot of yearlings and put them on our
own grass. We went through a stretch, where the cattle market was just terrible, so we
decided we’d rather have just the strict income off the grass, and not take a chance off the
cattle, at that time. That’s when we just started just kind of mostly raising our own.
[Pause]

Which has made a big difference if we fatten them out and sell them; even off grass our
cattle have been bringing a premium. And we don’t give them any steroids or any drugs
other than just their black-leg shots. That helps bring extra money, you know.

Bill: Yes, if you can command a premium price with running them straight through. Do
you have particular breeds that you run?

John: It is a commercial herd. We run strictly Angus bulls. Most of our cows are Angus-
Hereford cross. We have pretty much eliminated all of the horns; dehorning.

Bill: Good. I can’t understand why people keep the horns; but I guess there is a lot of
tradition or something?

12
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534 John: It is a lot of work. When my dad first took over the ranch, here, they had a

535  registered Hereford herd; that they used to sell bulls.

536

537  Bill: My dad had a bitty registered herd; like twenty! I grew up with Herefords around.
538

539  John: And, at one time, we raised a lot of hogs, too, on top of the cattle. My brother and
540 I, we never enjoyed the hogs, so...

541

542 Bill: Hogs are a very different business.

543

544  John: When my dad passed away, we got rid of the hogs; we haven’t had any since.
545  There aren’t very many in Morris County, anymore, very few. Most hogs are raised in
546  confinement anymore.

547

548  Bill: Almost entirely, isn’t it. It has gone that way. And, I suppose there are some

549  positives to that... along with all the negatives. [Pause] Well, very good! I'm really glad
550  to get to talk to someone who sees the farming and the ranching as an integrated

551  operation, and treats them about the same. Because each of the three or four people I've
552 talked to seemed to feel like it had to be one way or the other. And, I just could not

553  believe that needed to be necessarily true.

554

555  John: I think if you talk to a cattle rancher that just ...
556

557 Track 72

558

559  John: ... has cattle, and no farm ground, you’ll probably find out that grass is turned over
560 many times. I feel strongly that is the main reason we’ve been able to survive for all

561  years: the balance. The farm ground with the pasture.

562

563  Bill: Like I say, I'm happy to hear that, for my own personal gratification. Not that |

564  make any difference, but... it is interesting to hear.

565

566  John: Another thing I might point out, this is just part of the history of our house, here, is
567  my great grandfather Doran, that was the lawyer in Topeka; he picked up this fireplace...

568  he bought this fireplace out of the Post Office in Topeka, Kansas.

569

570  Bill: Really?!

571

572  Linda: See the US right in the center of it?

573

574  Bill: Oh, it sure is. Another good photo opportunity! [Pause]

575

576  Linda: He hauled it down here with horses and wagons to get it here.

577
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John: Another interesting thing about my great grandfather Doran, he hauled a lot of the
Flint Hills rocks, the limestone rocks, from this farm to Topeka, Kansas, and the built a
Doran Rock Garden. It is right by the Reinisch Rose Garden in Gage Park, right by where
the zoo is. There is a rock garden there, and it will say right there on the plaque: “Doran
Rock Garden” — and the rocks came right from this farm.

[see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reinisch_Rose _Garden_and_Doran_Rock_Garden]

Bill: Right from this farm. Small world. [Pause] Any other particular stories you want to
tell me, today... we can always talk more, later? I’ve found going too much beyond
forty-five minutes is not too good an idea. The transcript gets too long.

John: One thing you might know... this symphony that they have, and this is the third
year, is going to be in Morris County. They are actually going to have the symphony
south of Council Grove. It is not going to be on our grass, but just south of our farm, just
south of Council Grove. But, they are going to drive through our place to get to it,
because it is higher ground. Well, the people riding in the wagons, if they decide to ride
instead of walk, will be able to overlook north, a big high hill that overlooks our bottom
farm down there. An interesting fact: the person that used to own that ground was the
mayor of Council Grove. He was able to get the government into changing the river
channel so that the water could get out of Council Grove quicker. It was actually helping
him, too, because the Neosho River wound around on his farm and was flooding him
quite severely. When they dug this... and it would had to have been a huge undertaking,
back then... they dug the new river channel right up against the bluff, that overlooks the
valley. And when they dug this out, they dug up a tremendous amount of buffalo bones.

Bill: Oh, a buffalo run.

John: It had to be a place where they ran buffalo over the edge, and mass slaughtered
buffalo to make it easier, you know, to get the meat and hides.

Bill: That is a good story.

John: This is one of the things people will be able to see is the high bluff, overlooking
the valley when they ride across this hill...

Bill: ...ride across over to the symphony...

John: Yes.

Bill: Every year that is becoming a bigger and bigger event. Glad you’re able to...
Linda: Huge undertaking!

Bill: Yes. An awful lot of work, by an lot of people. But, if you get a lot of people, it isn’t
quite as much... But, it is still tremendous.
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Linda: They still depend on the weather.

Bill: The weather is still... It all depends on the weather. [Pause] So far, they haven’t had
to change it too much. Hopefully, it’ll go again another year.

Linda: Did you mention when they built the Federal reservoir?
Track 73

Linda: ... and they took some of your land? I was out of the room when you were
talking.

Bill: This is Munkers Creek right down here...
John: Actually, when you came in, it is really a pretty drive...

Bill: It sure is. There was a big wild turkey, standing right in the road... I wished I'd had
my camera out! Of course, by the time I could’ve, he’d been gone.

Linda: Sometimes there’s a big batch of them in the road, and you have to stop and wait
‘til they move.

Bill: Ya, I’ve had the elsewhere... but this one, he... I could see him ahead... he was
standing right there. Man, he was tall... and skinny! So many of them are bigger.

Linda: Especially if they are strutting around to impress everyone.
Bill: Ya. But, he was a tall one.

John: One of the hobbies I’ve had over the years since I was in high school was looking
for arrow heads. I’ve found a lot.

Bill: T assume there are some over there... you looked in that direction.
Linda: In the coffee table, there.

Bill: A collection in the coffee table.

John: My wife built this coffee table for me, a year ago, to display some.

Linda: I didn’t build the whole table; I built the shelf under it display... so you can see
them.
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Bill: That is always interesting to do. My... it is irrelevant, but my daughter and her
husband just bought an acreage on the side of a mountain out in Utah. They are going to
build a house on Boulder Mountain, and they find arrowheads. He used to look for them
back on the farm in Indiana.

John: Odd thing is, all the archaeologists that come down to Council Grove, when [
show them my arrowhead collection, they say: “Oh, this is Munker’s Creek knife!” So,
they even named...

Bill: ... the particular tribe, or the period...

John: Yes, after this creek here, Munkers Creek. Because, you know, a lot of them are
found along here. Anyway, I think that is kind of interesting. [Pause]

Linda: John always has such eagle eye-sight, 20-20 or better vision; he’d be on a tractor,
and could see one...

John: I'd stop the tractor...

Linda: ... and pick up arrowheads.

John: And, sometimes, you’d jump down and... it’s a leaf! [Laughter all around]

Bill: Things aren’t always as they first appear to be.

John: I'll never forget, one time I was cultivating, I was real young then, I thought I saw
one, I got down. It was actually an arrowhead that was serrated. I think that is the only
one I ever found that had serrated edges to it.

Bill: Suppose that would have been a later period?

John: I would think it is, because most of your older arrowheads are cruder. The ones
you find that are... I actually think they are prettier. They are thinner...

Bill: More natural?

John: Ya, they’re not as old as the newer ones. Yes, a lot of people, they think Indians
shot bows, but they didn’t, really, until real recently. They had kind of a spear on a stick.

Bill: Lance.
John: They flung an arrow, kind of like this, or a spear. [Pause]

Bill: Very good!
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John: It is getting harder and harder to find them.

Bill: Oh, I suppose.

John: We no-till, now.

Bill: You’re not out there digging it up as much.

John: We’re preserving the ground more, but it is harder to find arrowheads.

Bill: Over the years, it has been dug up, pretty much.

John: [Looking at Linda] What’s that story about?

Linda: This is one that Deanne Miller wrote for your 125" celebration, a copy of it.
John: You copied it off for him.

Linda: Ya, I have extra copies, if he wants it. The article would be twenty-five years old,
but... probably some of the things your dad mentioned...

Bill: Good!

John: When we had our 100™ year celebration, there was a big article in the Topeka
paper. They came out.

Bill: Oh, I bet! That would have been in 1957.
John: ‘59

Bill: Very good. I'm going to shut this off, and thank you, very much!
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