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          Photo courtesy of Kansas Dept. of Transportation 

 

 

Pictured above is Don Farrington, Engineering Technician V and KDOT (Kansas Department of Transportation) project manager.  At the time of bridge 
construction, Mr. Farrington was assigned to the Oswego Resident Engineer Office.  This view is taken from the Empire District Electric grounds on the 
south side of U. S.Route 66 in 1964 during bridge construction.  
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1.1 Acknowledgement 

Members of the Kansas Historic Route 66 Association, business owners the communities of Baxter Springs, Galena and 
Riverton and local historians, came together and applied for designation as a Kansas Scenic Byway in 2000. The mile by 
mile assessment at that time revealed the route did not meet the intrinsic qualities requirements, in the eyes of the 
review committee for a Kansas Scenic Byway. The review committee felt there were improvements that needed to take 
place to enhance the visual qualities of the route. Although that was a blow to our ego it was not a blow to our 
determination to let the rest of Kansas and the world know that although the perception of the review committee at 
the time of our first application was that we were not a corner overflowing with an over abundance of visual qualities, 
we knew we are corner busting at the seams with history, nature not found anywhere else in Kansas, and a toughness 
ǘƻ ŜƴŘǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άDŀǘŜǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hȊŀǊƪǎΣ ōƻƻƳ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ, ƘȅŘǊƻŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΦέ 

Thanks to Scott Shields and Sue Stringer of the Kansas Byways Program for the suggestion to promote our history and 
re-apply for byway designation as a Kansas Historic Byway, a byway category created by the Kansas program in 2009 
and not an option at the time of the first application. 

In the last seven years, Route 66 has had an immense surge in notoriety due to the books, movies and a consistent flow 
of visitors, both foreign and domestic, with a desire to drive the original Route 66. Kansas has not missed the 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƻǘƘŜǊ wƻŀŘέ, in fact; the far SE corner of Kansas is often mentioned or portrayed in many 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ wƻǳǘŜ сс IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ǳǘƘƻǊΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ŀƭƭƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƛȄŀǊκ5ƛǎƴŜȅ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά/ŀǊǎέΦ 

Renee Charles 

Kansas Historic Route 66 Association 
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1.2 Vision Statement 

To Promote, Protect and Enhance the Kansas Route 66 Historic Byway, while educating all segments of the local 
population, as well as byway travelers from far and near, of the historical significance of Kansas Historic Route 66 and 
the intrinsic qualities along the route as it weaves through Kansas.

1.3 Route Description 

Beginning at the Kansas-Missouri state line (intersections of Stateline Road and MOссύΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ DŀƭŜƴŀΩǎ 
Historical District; continue west to the intersection of Front Street and Main Street. Turn left and continue south on 
Main Street to the intersection of 7th and Main Streets. Turn right and continue west on 7th Street (K-66) to Riverton, KS. 
At the intersection of SE 70th and K-66 continue west to the round-a-bout. Take the Beasley Road (K-66) exit at the 
round-a-bout and continue west. As you pass the Rainbow Bridge the road veers to the left (south) and turns in to SE 
50th (K- 66). Continue south into Baxter Springs, KS. In Baxter Springs, KS the road will fork, veer to the left (southeast) 
on 3rd Street (K-66) and continue to the intersection of 3rd Street and Hwy 69((Military Avenue) K-66). Turn right on 
Military Avenue and continue south through Baxter Springs, KS. At the intersections of Military Avenue and Roberts 
Road (K-66) turn left continue south veering right onto W. 30th Street (K-66) then continue to the intersection of W. 30th 
Street and Military Avenue (K-66). Turn left on Military Avenue (K-66) and continue south to the Oklahoma-Kansas state 
line.

1.4 History of Kansas Route 66 

Like most of the new federal highways, Route 66 followed a previously existing alignment through Kansas. From the 
Missouri state line about one mile east of Galena, it entered the state heading northwest. After passing the Eagle-Picher 
Smelter, one of the largest lead smelters in the United State, the road turned south on Main Street, passing though the 
Galena business district. At 7th Street, Route 66 turned west again. The road continued west across the Spring River and 
through the Quaker community of Riverton. Beyond Riverton, Route 66 curved south at the Brush Creek Bridge to 
Baxter Junction. In Baxter Junction the road turned east and then south on the old military road. Route 66 followed 
Military Avenue south through downtown Baxter Springs to the Oklahoma state line with a small S-curve south of 
downtown. 
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The road between Galena and Riverton began as a cow path. Around 1910 a bridge was constructed across the Springs 
River. This occurred shortly after the Empire District Electric Company dammed Shoal Creek just south of its confluence 
with the Spring River and constructed the hydroelectric plant at Riverton. The facility generated enough electricity to 
illuminate 80 communities as well as mining operations throughout the surrounding tri-state area. The dam created the 
recreational Lake Lowell. Like the lake, the nearby Spring River Inn and country club constructed on the grounds of the 
electric plant north of Lake Lowell catered to wealthy patron from Galena. During this period an electric interurban 
railroad, the Southwest Missouri, linked Carthage, Missouri to Baxter Springs and Miami, Oklahoma to Joplin, Missouri. 
The public transit system transported workers from their homes to jobs in the multitude of mines, mills and other 
industrial facilities, such as the Eagle-Picher Smelter and the Empire District Hydroelectric Plant, throughout this 
corridor.

Improvements along the future Route 66 were made in 1922 and 1923, capitalizing on funds made available by the 
Federal Highway Act of 1921. In 1923 a group of Galena businessmen helped finance the paving of the road to Riverton, 
probably through a special benefit district. It was at this time the viaduct and other structures though the mining district 
east of Galena were installed, as well as the Marsh Arch bridges east and west of Riverton. An article reporting the 
construction of a service state on the Brush CreŜƪ άwŀƛƴōƻǿ /ǳǊǾŜέ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфну ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ wƻǳǘŜ сс ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
άDŀƭŜƴŀ-.ŀȄǘŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǊƻŀŘέ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǇŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀǘŜΦ 

Accompanying the era of the automobile was a surge in new commercial development that catered specifically to cars 
and their passengers. Road-related establishments included sales offices for new and used automobiles; gas and service 
stations to keep the cars running; restaurants, tourist courts and motels to service travelers; and various stands and 
shops that offered diversions for long-distance travelers such as those following Route 66.  However, the most 
important commercial developments were gas, food, and lodging. 

Another tourist amenity noted by local residents were the several rock shops that sold mineral samples to tourists 
passing through the area. One was located just west of Galena and another was located in Baxter Junction. 

As mining declined in the region, older commercials buildings were replaced by modern facilities that would serve 
Route 66 travelers. In 1933 the Galena newspaper reported that the old Banks Hotel at the north end of town was 
ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άaƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
building favorable since iǘ ƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΧΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
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ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǾƛŜǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŜΣ ƭŜǎǎŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎΦέ 

Because the Kansas segment of Route 66 was so short, local residents did not perceive the national significance of the 
designation. According to Wanda Murphy, who operated MurphyΩǎ ŎŀŦŞ ƛƴ .ŀȄǘŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ мфпл ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ мфтсΣ 
most of the businesses catered primarily to local clientele, although she recalled that truckers made up a notable 
percentage of her customers. The road was a means to an end - it enabled truckers to haul ore from the mines to the 
mills and processing facilities; it enabled workers to reach their jobs throughout the region; and it provided area 
residents with access to regional markets.
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1.5 Community Partners 

Cherokee County Commissioners 
Richard Hilderbrand 
Pat Collins 

Sentinel Times 
Machelle Smith 

Columbus News Record 
 
Cherokee County News Advocate 

Chris Zimmerman 

Baxter Springs Historical Society 
Phyllis Abbott 

Baxter Springs Chamber of Commerce 
Charlene Hunley, President 

Baxter Springs City Council 
Mayor Jenifer Bingham 

Angels on the Route 
Sue Gast 
Sue Ramage 

The Old Riverton Store 
Scott Nelson 

Cherokee County Genealogical and Historical Society 
 Ella Buzzard, Executive Secretary 
 

Galena Chamber of Commerce 
Kathy Anderson 

 
 

 
Galena City Council 

Mayor Dale Oglesby 

Galena Economics and Tourism Committee 
Renee Charles 

Galena Fire Department 
Bill Hall, Chief 

/ƘŜǊƻƪŜŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
Sheriff David Groves 

Route 66 Alliance 
Michael Wallis 
Rick Freeland 

Kansas Historic Route 66 Association 
Renee Charles 

Joplin Convention and Visitors Bureau 
 Patrick Tuttle 
 

Masonic Lodge of Galena 
Kelvin Ward 

Eastern Star ς Amy Chapter 165 
 Linda Watkins 
 

PEO Chapter AB 
 Sheryll Vogel 
 
Baxter Springs Golf and Country Club 

Marshall Abbott 
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Beta Sigma Phi 

Judy York 

Field of Dreams Incorporated 
Don Karnes 

VFW 
Carl Ikenberry 

United Methodist Church 
Ruth Hartley 

First United Presbyterian Church 
Phyllis Abbott 

State Representative Doug Gatewood 
Riverton FFA 

Jacob Larison, Advisor 

Baxter Springs Lions Club 
Jesse Larison, Vice District Governor 

Route 66 Association of Kansas 
Scott Nelson 

4 Women on the Route 
 Renee Charles 
 

SACS 66 
 Steve & Cathy Bolek 
 

Chopstix 
Cheron Myers 

Baxter Wal-Mart #208 
Roger Wormington 

Café on the Route 
Amy Sanell 

Red Ball Bar and Grill 
Alan Bilke 

Main Street Deli 
Ken Oglesby 

Lucky Miner 
Jim Oglesby 

Short Creek True Value/Bumper to Bumper 
Larry Courtney 

Route 66 Soda Fountain 
DeAnne Binns 

C&N Auto 
Larry Courtney 

Leap Frog 
Larry Courtney 

Galena Mining Museum 
Joe Douffet 
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1.6 Kansas Route 66 Byway Planning Committee Board of Directors 

Marla Larison, Co-Chairman 

Cherokee County Genealogical Society 

Baxter Springs Lions Club 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Renee Charles, Co-Chairman 

President, Kansas Historic Route 66 Association 

Machelle Smith, Secretary 

Editor, Sentinel Times 

Secretary, Riverton Booster Club 

Kathy Anderson, Treasurer 

President, Galena Chamber of Commerce 

Doug Gatewood, Member 

Kansas State Representative 

Teddy Oglesby, Member 

Secretary, Economics and Development Committee Galena, 

Kansas 

Phyllis Abbott, Member 

Curator and Exhibits Specialist, Baxter Springs Heritage Center & 

Museum 

President, Baxter Springs Historical Society 

Sheryll Vogel, Member 

Economics and Development Committee Galena, Kansas 

Carolyn Pendleton, Member 

Director, Kansas Route 66 Visitors Center 

Don Karnes, Member 

Director, Field of Dreams Baseball Complex on Route 66 

Jesse Andrews, Preparer 

Executive Secretary, Baxter Springs Heritage Center & Museum 
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2.1 Table of Intrinsic Qualities 

Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

42 1 Galena 

Begins Kansas Route 66 

Historic District, East of 

Galena 

State Line Rd & Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  State Line Rd & Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

HISTORIC, SCENIC 

42 2 Galena Small box culvert 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1040', W094° 37.1136 ' 
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

42 3 Galena 
Route 66 shield painted 

on road 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

SCENIC 

42 4 Galena Welcome to Galena Sign 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1046', W094° 37.1010 ' 
 

SCENIC 
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Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

42 5 Galena 
Second through Sixth 

Small Box Culverts 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  
N37° 5.1040', W094° 37.1136 ' 

N37° 5.0411', W094° 37.4525 ' 
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

51 6 Galena Eagle Picher Plant 

1206 Clark, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  1206 Clark  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1883', W094° 37.5897'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

54 7 Galena 

Missouri Kansas Texas 

and Burlington Northern 

railroad tracks follow 

along north side of the 

route and under Viaduct 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

HISTORIC, SCENIC 

42 8 Galena 
Seventh Small Box 

Culvert 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

42 9 Galena Triple Box Culvert 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  

 

N37° 4.5976', W094° 37.5686 ' 
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

49 10 Galena 
Hot Rod Street & Hellôs 

Half Acre 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Front St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5974', W094° 37.5720 ' 
 

HISTORIC, SCENIC 



 

 
K a n s a s  H i s t o r i c  R o u t e  6 6  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e 

 
Page 19 

Kansas Historic Route 66 Corridor Management Plan 2011 

Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

57 11 Galena The Galena Viaduct 

 

Front St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

city:  Front St.  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5537', W094° 38.3803'  

HISTORIC, SCENIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

61 12 Galena Victorian House 

203 Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  203 Main St  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.7317', W094° 38.35'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

63 13 Galena 4 Women on the Route 

119 N. Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  119 N Main St  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.8481', W094° 38.3521'  
 

RECREATIONAL, 

HISTORICAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL, 

CULTURAL 
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Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

65 14 Galena Bradshaw Building 

N. Main St. & Front St ., Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  N. Main St. & Front St.  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

66 15 Galena Prehm Building 

212 Main St., Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  212 Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.7267', W094° 38.3527'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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67 16 Galena Gill Building 

214 Main St., Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  214 Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.7257', W094° 38.3527'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

68 17 Galena Old Maywood Theater 

320 Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  320 Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.6721', W094° 38.3525'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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69 18 Galena 

Golden Rule Store, 

Lucky Miner, Main 

Street Deli, the former 

Minerôs & Merchantsô 

Bank, later named Galena 

National Bank 

East 400 Block, Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  East 400 Block, Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.6308', W094° 38.3528'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

70 19 Galena 

First National Bank, 

Short Creek True Value 

& Bumper to Bumper, 

Mi Torito Mexican 

restaurant 

West 400 Block, Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  West 400 Block, Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.6308', W094° 38.3528'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 



 

 
K a n s a s  H i s t o r i c  R o u t e  6 6  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e 

 
Page 23 

Kansas Historic Route 66 Corridor Management Plan 2011 

Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

71 20 Galena City Hall 

East 500 Block, Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  East 500 Block, Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5795', W094° 38.3534'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

72 21 Galena 
Howard ñPappyò Litch 

Park, 

West 500 Block, Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  West 500 Block, Main St  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5795', W094° 38.3534'  
 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL, 

SCENIC, NATURAL 
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74 22 Galena 

Chamber building south 

of park still with the 

original design and vault 

from early days as a Post 

Office. 

509 Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  509 Main  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5754', W094° 38.3506'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

75 23 Galena 
Former gas station being 

restored as detailed shop. 

Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  
 

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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76 24 Galena Sapp Opera House 

Main St & 7
th

 St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Main St. & 7 th  St.  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.4958', W094° 38.3522'  
 

HISTORIC 

80 25 Galena The Grace House 

1302 S Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 
street address:  S Main St  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.171', W094° 38.3539'  
 

 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

81 26 Galena 
SE Kansas Nature Center 

& Schermerhorn Park 

3501  Main St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  3501 S Main St  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 2.9094', W094° 38.3847'  
 

RECREATIONAL, 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL, 

SCENIC, HISTORIC,  

NATURAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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84 27 Galena City Building Complex 

315 W. 7
th

 St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  315 W. 7 th  St.  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787'  
 

RECREATIONAL 

(LIBRARY) 

85 28 Galena 
The Litch Historical and 

Mining Museum 

319 W 7th St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  319 W 7th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.4976', W094° 38.4979'  
 

RECREATIONAL, 

HISTORIC, 

CULTURAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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87 29 Galena Galena Cemetery 

Galena Cemetery, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Galena Cemetery  

neighborhood:  Galena Cemetery  

city:  Galena  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5729', W094° 38.9152'  
 

HISTORIC, SCENIC 

88 30 Galena 

Hacienda style home ï 

private residence ñNo 

Public Accessò 

2415 W 7th St, Galena, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  2415 W 7th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66739  

city:  Galena  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.4904', W094° 40.0645'  
 

ARCHITECTURAL 



 

 
K a n s a s  H i s t o r i c  R o u t e  6 6  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e 

 
Page 28 

Kansas Historic Route 66 Corridor Management Plan 2011 

Page # Site # City  Name GPS Coordinates Type 

89 31 Riverton Stevenson Cemetery 

Stevenson Cemetery, Riverton, KS 66739, USA 

street address:  Stevenson Cemetery  

neighborhood:  Stevenson Cemetery  

city:  Riverton  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5107', W094° 40.3734'  
 

HISTORIC 

90 32 Riverton 

Spring River banks are 

nesting areas for the 

American Eagle 

Hwy 66, KS, USA 

street address:  Kansas 66  

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.4958', W094° 40.9609'  
 

SCENIC, NATURAL, 

RECREATIONAL 

91 33 Riverton 

Spring River Inn Neon 

Sign ï Westbound side of 

Route 66 

Hwy 66 & SE 73rd Terrace, Riverton, KS 66770, 

USA 

street address:  Kansas 66 & SE 73rd Terrace  

ZIP/postal code:  66770  

city:  Riverton  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.495', W094° 41.9037'  
 

HISTORIC 
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92 34 Riverton Empire District Electric 

7242 Hwy 66, Riverton, KS 66770, USA 

street address:  7242 Kansas 66  

ZIP/postal code:  66770  

city:  Riverton  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.4843', W094° 41.9602'  
 

HISTORIC 

98 35 Riverton Old Riverton Store 

7109 Hwy 66, Riverton, KS 66770, USA 

street address:  7109 Kansas 66  

ZIP/postal code:  66770  

city:  Riverton  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.4946', W094° 42.1266'  
 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL 
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100 36 Riverton 

Roundabout (the 

intersection) of Highway 

69 Alternate, Highway 

400 Kansas Highway 66 

and Beasley Road 

Hwy 400/69  & Hwy 66, Riverton,  KS 66770, USA 

street address:  Hwy 400/69 & Hwy 66  

city:  Riverton  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5382', W094° 42.9679'  
 

SCENIC 

101 37 

Beasley 

Road, 

Riverton, 

KS and 

SE 50
th
 

St., 

Baxter 

Springs, 

KS 

West Side Brush Creek 

Bridge, Built in 1923 the 

130-foot bridge is on the 

National Historic 

register. It is the only 

Marsh Arch Bridge on 

Route 66. Also known as, 

the Rainbow Bridge this 

graceful bridge is a major 

destination site for Route 

66 travelers. 

SE Beasley Road & SE 50
th

 Street, Kansas, USA 

street address:  SE Beasley Road & SE 50 th  Street  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 4.5113', W094° 44.3104'  
 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL, 

SCENIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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103 38 
Baxter 

Springs 
Field of Dreams 

8933 SE 50th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  8933 SE 50th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 2.771', W094° 44.4387'  
 

SCENIC, 

RECREATIONAL 

105 39 
Baxter 

Springs 
Fort Blair 

Military Ave & W 6th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, 

USA 

street address:  Military Ave & W 6th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.7938', W094° 44.0923'  
 

ARCHEOLOGICAL, 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL 
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107 40 
Baxter 

Springs 

Baxter Springs Heritage 

Center & Museum 

740 East Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  740 East Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.7012', W094° 44.0215'  
 

CULTURAL, 

RECREATIONAL, 

HISTORIC 

109 41 
Baxter 

Springs 

Historic Route 66 

Visitors Center 

940 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  940 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.5704', W094° 44.1071'  
 

HISTORIC, 

CULTURAL, 

RECREATIONAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

111 42 
Baxter 

Springs 

Illinois Cash Store - 

Baxter National Bank 

1046 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1046 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.5155', W094° 44.1107'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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112 43 
Baxter 

Springs 
Bilke Western Store 

1041 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1041 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.519', W094° 44.1132'  
 

CULTURAL, 

RECREATIONAL 

114 44 
Baxter 

Springs 
Johnston Public Library 

210 W 10th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  210 W 10th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.5482', W094° 44.1977'  
 

ARCHITECTURAL, 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL, 

CULTURAL 

117 45 
Baxter 

Springs 
Nez Perce Memorial 

210 W 10th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  210 W 10th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.5482', W094° 44.1977'  
 

HISTORIC, 

CULTURAL 
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122 46 
Baxter 

Springs 

Little Brick Inn Bed and 

Breakfast Cafe on the 

Route 

 

1101 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1101 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4796', W094° 44.1162'  
 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL 

124 47 
Baxter 

Springs 

Indiana House 

Kingrey-Kellum Agency 

1145 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1145 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4451', W094° 44.1185'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

125 48 
Baxter 

Springs 
Wells-Fargo Station 

1112 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1112 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4593', W094° 44.1148'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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126 49 
Baxter 

Springs 
SACS 66 

1141 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4468', W094° 44.1184'  

 
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL, 

RECREATIONAL 

128 50 
Baxter 

Springs 
Angels on the Route 

1143 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1143 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.446', W094° 44.1184'  
 

HISTORIC, 

RECREATIONAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

130 51 
Baxter 

Springs 

Route 66 Soda Fountain 

Shop 

1136 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1136 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4376', W094° 44.1162'  
 

HISTORIC 

RECREATIONAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL, 

CULTURAL 
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132 52 
Baxter 

Springs 

Frieze on Exterior Wall 

of American Bank 

1201 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1201 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4154', W094° 44.1206'  
 

SCENIC, 

RECREATIONAL, 

HISTORIC 

134 53 
Baxter 

Springs 
Kirkendolls/Edens 

Grocery 

544 W 12th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  W 12th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4356', W094° 44.4662'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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136 54 
Baxter 

Springs 
National Cemetery Plot 

 

Hwy 166, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  Baxter Springs Cemetery, Hwy 166  

city:  Baxter Springs  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.9355', W094° 46.1883'  
 

HISTORIC, SCENIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

138 55 
Baxter 

Springs Presbyterian Church 

133 E 12th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  133 E 12th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4163', W094° 44.0923'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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140 56 
Baxter 

Springs 
Grantham Home 

Derfelt Funeral Home 

328 E 12th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  328 E 12th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.424', W094° 43.9489'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

141 57 
Baxter 

Springs 
Cooper Home 

Abbott Funeral Home 

519 E 12th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  519 E 12th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.42', W094° 43.8199'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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143 58 
Baxter 

Springs Youse Home 

532 E. 12
th

 St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713,  USA 

street address:  532 E. 12 th  St.  

city:  Baxter Springs  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4222', W094° 43.7906'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

145 59 
Baxter 

Springs Niles Home 

605 E. 12
th

 St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  605 E 12th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4204', W094° 43.7527'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL 
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147 60 
Baxter 

Springs Lea Manor 

709 E 12th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  709 E 12th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  N37° 1.4199', W094° 43.6663'  
 

HISTORIC, 

ARCHITECTURAL, 

RECREATIONAL 

149 61 
Baxter 

Springs 
Little League & Youth 

Ball Parks 

Li ons Ave & W 14th St, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, 

USA 

street address:  Lions Ave & W 14th St  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

county/district:  Cherokee  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  
N37° 1.3086', W094° 44.4414'  
 

 

HISTORICAL, 

RECREATIONAL 
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152 62 
Baxter 

Springs 
Former Shouse Service 

Station 

1901 Military Ave, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, USA 

street address:  1901 Military Ave  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

state/province:  KS 

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  
N37° 0.9823', W094° 44.1545'  

 

HISTORICAL, 

ARCHITECTURAL 

155 63 
Baxter 

Springs 
Historic Route 66 

Roadbed 

W 30th St & Roberts Rd, Baxter Springs, KS 66713, 

USA 

street address:  W 30th St & Roberts Rd  

ZIP/postal code:  66713  

city:  Baxter Springs  

county/district:  Cherokee  

country:  USA 

latitude, longitude:  
N37° 0.00601', W094° 73657 ' 

 

HISTORIC 
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2.2 Description of Intrinsic Qualities 

Sites # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9: Beginning of Kansas Route 66 Historic District east of Galena, Kansas. Includes roadbed, 7 single culverts, and 1 

triple culvert. Location: State line Road and Front Street, Galena, Kansas to Front Street and Main Street Galena Kansas 

GPS Location: N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787' 

Description:  

 Archaeological Natural  

 Cultural Recreational 

 Historic Scenic 

 Architectural  

1.) Roadbed is approximately 25 feet wide. It has an asphalt surface with soft, gravel and grassy shoulders. The roadbed has been 

resurfaced since its original construction. Several culverts and a viaduct line this segment of road, which extends from the Missouri State 

Line to the intersection Front Street in Galena. This section of road appears to have been part of the 1922-23 improvements. Estimated date 

of construction: 1923 c. Pictured on page 45 

2.) Concrete culvert with railing located at State Line. On the north side of the road the culvert retains a railing composed of three square 

posts with inset panels on each side and chamfered tops. Pairs of rectangular rails with chamfered edges connect the posts. The posts are 

set into the top of the concrete culvert structure. The railing on the south side of the road is missing. This structure is one of several of a 

similar vintage located along an original two-lane section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities.  This is one of several 

road structures that appears to date to the 1922-23 improvements of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c. Pictured on page 45  
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3.) Route 66 Shield painted on the road depicts the expected tourist attraction. Many can be spotted along the 13.2 miles of Kansas Historic 

Route 66. Pictured on page 45. 

4.) Welcome to Galena sign directly to the right of the painted shield. Pictured on page 45. 

5.) Concrete culvert located 0.1 miles west of State Line. On the south side of the road the culvert retains a railing composed of two square 

posts with inset panels on each side and chamfered tops. A pair of rectangular rails with chamfered edges connects the posts. The posts are 

set in to the top of the concrete culvert structure. The railing on the north side of the road has been significantly damaged, although pieces 

remain. This structure is one of several of a similar vintage located along an original two-lane section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles 

and industrial facilities. The culvert railing appears to have been damaged during a collision, perhaps with an automobile or truck. Both 

posts are chipped and one has been knocked askew allowing the railings to become detached. This is one of several road structures that 

appears to date to the 1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c. 

Concrete culvert located 0.3 miles west of the Missouri state line. The poured concrete structure has a visible opening only on the south 

side of the road. It no longer retains its original railing. This structure is one of several of a similar vintage located along an original two-lane 

section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities. This is one of several road structures that appears to date to the 1922-23 

improvement of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c. 

Concrete culvert located 0.385 miles west of the Missouri state line. The poured concrete structure has opening on the north and south 

sides of the road. Neither side retains its original railing. This structure is one of several of a similar vintage located along an original two-

lane section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities. This is one of several road structures that appears to date to the 

1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c.  

Concrete culvert located 0.6 miles west of State Line. On the north side of the road the railing is composed of two square posts with inset 

panels on each side and chamfered tops. A pair of rectangular rails with chamfered edges connects the posts. The posts are set in to the top 

of the concrete culvert structure. The railing is no longer extant on the south culvert opening. Structure is in good condition and unchanged 

from its original design. This is one of several road structures that appears to date to the 1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date 

of construction: 1923 c. Pictured on page 46. 

Concrete culvert located at the intersection of Old Highway 66 & Bellevue Street. The poured concrete structure has opening on the 

southeast and southwest corners of the intersection. Neither opening retains its original railing. This structure is one of several of a similar 
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vintage located along an original two-lane section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities. This is one of several road 

structures that appears to date to the 1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c. Pictured  on page 47. 

8.) Concrete culvert located 0.65 miles west of State Line. On the north side of the road a railing is composed of two square post with inset 

panels on each side and chamfered tops. A pair of rectangular rails with chamfered edges connects the posts. The posts are set in to the top 

of the concrete culvert structure. There is no railing extant on the south side of the road. This structure is one of several vintage located 

along an original two-lane section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities. This is one of several road structures that 

appears to date to the 1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c. Pictured on page 48 

9.) A triple-culvert structure is located 0.8 miles west of Missouri State Line. The poured concrete structure includes retaining walls on east 

and west and two rectangular slab piers that divide the structure into three equal bays. Lining the north and south sides of the bridge are 

concrete railings. Each railing features five square posts with inset panels on each side and chamfered tops. Pairs of rectangular rails with 

chamfered edges connect the posts. The posts are set in to the top of the concrete culvert structure. This structure is one of several of a 

similar vintage located along an original two-lane section of Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities. Modern metal 

guardrails extend east and west from both ends of the bridge. Otherwise the structure appears unchanged from its original design. This is 

one of several road structures that appears to date to the 1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date of construction: 1923 c. 

Pictured on page 48. 

Intrinsic qualities 1, 2, 5, 8, and 9 are all on the National Register of Historic Places and pictured on pages 44-47.  The registration form can 

be found online at http://www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/Cherokee_KansasRoute66HistoricDistrictNR.pdf . 

Approved on August 29th, 2003, the application form was prepared by Elizabeth Rosin of Historic Preservation Services, LLC at the request 

of Cherokee County, Kansas. 

http://www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/nominationsNRDB/Cherokee_KansasRoute66HistoricDistrictNR.pdf
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  # 4, Welcome to Galena upon entering Kansas from Missouri Route 66 

#4, Route 66 shield painted on roadbed east of Galena 
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Small culverts heading west toward Galena est.1923        
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  # 5, This structure no longer has its original railing and is one of 

several of these structures on the section of the Rt. 66 Historic District east of Galena, est. date of construction 1923. 
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#8 Concrete Culvert est. 1923     #9 Triple box Culvert est. 1923 
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Site # 10: The Galena Viaduct 

Location: Front Street, Galena, Kansas 

GPS Location: N37° 4.5537', W094° 38.3803' 

Description: 

 Archaeological Natural  

 Cultural Recreational 

  Historic Scenic 

 Architectural  

Concrete structure with asphalt deck is located 1 mile west of Missouri state line. Concrete encapsulated steel girder structure includes a 

ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎǇŀƴ ŦƭŀƴƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǎǇŀƴǎ ƻƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊŘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ άIέ-shaped and individual posts. 

Five foot wide concrete sidewalks flank the roadway across the viaduct. Railings composed of short square posts connected by three 

horizontal members flank the sidewalks. This structure is one of several of a similar vintage located long an original two-lane section of 

Highway 66 flanked by chat piles and industrial facilities. The bridge deck has been resurfaced and the structure suffers from delayed 

maintenance. This is one of several road structures that appears to date to the 1922-23 improvement of this road. Estimated date of 

construction: 1923 c.  

Many blogs, websites, and stories from vƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊ ǘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǾƛŀŘǳŎǘΦ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ άYŀǘȅέ 

ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŀŘǳŎǘ ƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛŎƻƴ ƻŦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ wƻǳǘŜ ссΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ IŜƭƭΩǎ IŀƭŦ !ŎǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘhe east is something 

to pause and enjoy. 
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The Galena Viaduct 
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Site # 6: Eagle-Picher Plant 

Location: 1206 Clark St., Galena KS 

GPS Location: N37° 5.1883', W094° 37.5897' 

Description: 

 Archaeological Natural  

 Cultural Recreational 

 Historic Scenic 

 Architectural  

Dominating the complex are a series of large industrial buildings with corrugated metal siding, sliding barn-style doors and gable or shed 

roofs. One smaller older brick building with a board-and-batten front addition is located at the center of the complex. This industrial 

complex is located north of Highway 66 between the Missouri state line and the Galena commercial district. A railroad track runs between 

the road and the complex. A chain link fence encircles the complex. The smelting operation at this facility ceased 1980. It now serves as a 

warehouse facility for Eagle-tƛŎƘŜǊΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŦŀōǊƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ 

Located in the valley north of town and sitting next to Historic Route 66 was the Eagle-Picher Smelter. Trains brought millions of tons of ore 

from mines all over the Kansas and Oklahoma mine fields to be processed in the furnaces at the large ore-processing center  At one time, 

the smelter employed thousands of workers.  In 1935, violence came to the city when an attempt was made to organize the miners into 

unions.  Despite efforts by mine owners and operators to prevent it, the area laborers organized, and elected to strike for better wages and 

working conditions.   The situation grew ugly and dangerous when the mining companies attempted to use replacement workers in the 

absence of the newly-unionized miners.   Gunfire in the streets eventually led Governor Landon to declare martial law in the town, and 
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deployed the Kansas National Guard to enter Galena and re-establish the peace.  

Throughout the 1950's, as the mining diminished throughout the area, the smelter cut back on its operation and employees.  It had been 

the major employer of workers in Galena, but was no longer needed after the local ores had been depleted. Eagle-Picher remains an active 

manufacturer today, and is one of the oldest continuously operating companies in the nation, although its product line is that of special 

purpose batteries and related items.  In June of 1980, the Galena facility was permanently closed. 

 

 Smelter as shown during operating years. 
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Building at smelter location as shown present day. 
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Site # 7: Missouri Kansas Texas and Burlington Northern Railroad Tracks 

Location: Can be viewed along many places on the first mile section of Kansas Route 66 (Front Street), Galena, KS 

GPS Location: N37° 5.1549', W094° 37.0787' 

Description: 

 Archaeological Natural  

 Cultural Recreational 

 Historic Scenic 

 Architectural  

Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad (1865-1988) ς  Formerly called the M.K.T. and affectionately referred to as "Katy," the Missouri-Kansas-

Texas Railroad was created in 1865. First called the Union Pacific Railway, Southern Branch (unrelated to the Union Pacific Railroad,) the line 

was chartered by the State of Kansas to build from Fort Riley, Kansas, to the state's southern boundary. After receiving a land grant, the 

company began construction in 1869. After the federal government announced that a right-of-way would be given through Indian 

Territory and a liberal bonus of land given to the first railroad to first reach the Territory's northern border, other companies joined the 

race. But, on June 6, 1870, the Union Pacific Railway, Southern Branch won the race and officially changed its name to the Missouri, Kansas 

& Texas Railway. 

Winning the sole right to build south through Indian Territory, construction began southward and the company also acquired the Tebo & 

Neosho Railroad, that connected Sedalia, Missouri to Parsons, Kansas. 

The "Katy," touted in advertisements as the Gateway to Texas, breached the Texas frontier near the site of present Denison, where the first 

http://www.legendsofamerica.com/rr-railroadcompanies2.html#Union Pacific Railroad
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ks-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ks-fortriley.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ks-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ok-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ok-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/rr-railroadtales.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ok-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ks-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/tx-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/tx-mainpage.html
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regular train arrived on Christmas Day, 1872. Eventually, the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad grew to link Missouri's main cities, 

with Tulsa and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; as well as Texas' large cities, including Dallas, Fort Worth, Waco, Temple, Austin, San Antonio, 

Houston, and Galveston 

The Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad was purchased by the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company (MoPac), a subsidiary of the Union Pacific 

Railroad in 1988. By that time, the century old company served six mid-western states with more than 3,377 miles of track. Today, it 

continues to operate as part of the Union Pacific Railroad system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.legendsofamerica.com/mo-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ok-tulsa.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ok-oklahomacity.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/ok-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/tx-mainpage.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/tx-sanantonio.html
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/rr-railroadcompanies2.html#Union Pacific Railroad
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/rr-railroadcompanies2.html#Union Pacific Railroad
http://www.legendsofamerica.com/rr-railroadcompanies2.html#Union Pacific Railroad
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Above:Railroad Tracks looking down from the Viaduct 

Left: MKT train depot now houses a museum 
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Site # 11: wŜŘ Iƻǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ϧ IŜƭƭΩǎ IŀƭŦ !ŎǊŜ 

Location: Can be viewed from along many places on the first mile section of Kansas Route 66 (Front Street), Galena, KS 

GPS Location: N37° 4.5974', W094° 37.5720' 

Description: 

 Archaeological Natural  

 Cultural Recreational 

 Historic Scenic 

 Architectural  

From a vantage point near the viaduct, one is overlooking Hell's Half Acre, earlier called Hickory Flats.  To the west, from this point and to 

the south, the land was completely pocked with shafts and piles of mine waste called chat.  Now, this area is almost completely reclaimed 

by the EPA; however, it remains mostly under-mined, the result of the millions of tons of ore taken from the ground.  Envision also the 

infamous Red Hot Street, the nickname of the area which ran east and west and featured many saloons, gambling houses, and brothels 

during the height of the mining boom.  The stories this area could tell are amazing.   

It's been more than 30 years since the last lead and zinc mine closed in Cherokee County. Undermining is just one aspect of the damaging 

environmental effects left from years of mostly unchecked mining practices that are still evident. In 1983 the federal government placed the 

southeast corner of the county on a priority list for environmental cleanup. It became a Superfund site for the Environmental Protection 

Agency to deal with. 

Mountainous piles of "tailings" or chat rose up around Galena, Baxter Springs and Treece. The tailings are a waste product from digging in 
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the mines to get to the lead and zinc ore. 

"Some people look at them and think it's harmless gravel, but nothing could be further from the truth," said Dave Drake, project manager 

for the Superfund Program in the EPA's Region 7. "It is highly enriched in heavy metals." 

Dust from the chat, which carries particles of lead, zinc and cadmium, can be carried into residential yards and into bodies of water. 

Children, simply playing in yards, can get waste metals on their hands and track them into their homes. As they put their hands in their 

mouths, lead can get into their bodies. Children sometimes played on abandoned chat piles and so have adults, riding dirt bikes and 

motorcycles. 

A 1991 study of more than 50 children in Galena showed that nearly 10 percent had blood lead levels of 10 micrograms per deciliter or 

higher, according to the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. A 10 and higher is considered lead poisoning, but levels at 5 and 

above also are a concern, according to KDHE. Elevated blood lead levels can cause learning and developmental problems in children. In 

adults, it can cause neurological problems. 

Adding to the pollution problem in Galena was a smelter, which heated the lead and zinc ore to separate the metals. Smoke from the 

smelter went into the atmosphere and spread just like the mine tailings dust. 

Rain has carried runoff from the polluted soil into bodies of water. Water filled abandoned mines, picked up more mine waste - then leaked 

into streams and contaminated the ground water. 

"It takes a lot of time and effort and money to change that landscape," Drake said. 

'Hell's Half-Acre' 

The Cherokee County Superfund site covers 115 square miles around Galena, Baxter Springs and Treece. Cleaning it up began in the late 

1980s. 

By 2007 more than 1,200 acres of mining wastes, including tailing piles, had been cleaned up, according to an EPA report. Nearly 800 

residential properties had been excavated and backfilled with clean soils, and more than 500 homes had been provided a clean source of 

water, the report states. 

Municipal water supplies were not affected by pollution because of water treatment plants. Rural water district supplies also were OK. The 
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concern was for residents using private, shallow wells, Drake said. 

Heavy construction equipment was brought in to grade the piles of mine tailings into a more natural, flatter feature, Drake said. It was then 

capped with clay and top soil. The ground was re-vegetated with a mixture of hay and prairie grass. 

A few blocks northeast of downtown Galena is an area that once was so notorious for mine wastes and pollution that local residents called 

it "Hell's Half-Acre." The area was cleaned and today it is mostly clear but it is rough, revegetated ground. It is still a problem area, however, 

because it is undermined and sinkholes still occur. 

A fenced-off area at Hell's Half-Acre contains the contaminated dirt removed from remediated yards in Galena. 

"There is still some follow-up work to be done," Drake said. "It is an area that really should not be developed." 

Over the past two years, the Surface Mining Section of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment has filled and covered about 60 

sinkholes and open mine shafts in the lead and zinc mining areas. Several white posts set in concrete mark where ground openings were 

closed in a field north of Galena's city hall and police station. There are still many more to close throughout the Superfund site.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1
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Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad (MKT) and Burlington Northern Railroad tracks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 










































































































































































































































































































































































































